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Abstract: Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) – Application for Charter School Program for State Educational Agencies Grant Funds

Louisiana charter schools have played a critical role in improving educational outcomes for over 70,000 students throughout the state.  Nowhere has the impact of charter school be more prevalent then the city of New Orleans.  10 years after the devastation of Hurricane Katrina, charter schools have significantly helped improve the educational outcomes for students in New Orleans, with the state-run Recovery School District now serving as both a model for school transformation and the nation’s first 1000% all-charter district. 

Louisiana seeks to leverage this Charter School Program (CSP) grant to build upon the tremendous success of charter schools in Louisiana and increase the national understanding of the charter school model by continuing to foster the growth of high-quality charter schools across our state.  Through this grant the LDOE will: 1) increase the number of high-quality charter authorizer agencies in Louisiana; 2) directly increase the number of high-quality charter schools; and, 3) improve student performance for educationally disadvantaged students served by Louisiana charter schools.  The LDOE will accomplish these objectives by supporting the launch of 30 new high-quality charter schools over the 3-year grant period, conducting workshops on authorizer best-practices to Non-SEA authorizers, and encouraging the dissemination of best practices from high-quality schools to both: a) increase student achievement for educationally disadvantaged students; and, b) assist prospective charter developers who may go on to launch new high-quality charter schools of their own.  The LDOE has established ambitious performance measures and a comprehensive management plan that will enable the LDOE to efficiently administer the grant and evaluate its success towards accomplishing the grant’s objectives.  
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