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Abstract
 State Superintendent Tony Evers is committed to every child graduating with the knowledge and skills needed for success in college or career. To achieve that goal, the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI) is committed to developing high-quality charter schools to promote innovation and increase student academic achievement statewide. 

Wisconsin has a long history of supporting the development of high-quality charter schools and is nationally known for its educational innovations. Recent changes to Wisconsin charter school law (July 2015) related to the expansion of independent authorizers, increased charter school accountability, and authorizer oversight will further strengthen the charter school program. Since 1993, the state has steadily increased its number of charter schools with over 47,000 students attending Wisconsin’s 243 charter schools in the 2014-15 school year. While afforded high levels of autonomy, flexibility and independence, Wisconsin charter schools are accountable to their authorizers. Currently 98 local school boards have authorized at least one charter school. In addition, the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, the University of Wisconsin-Parkside and the City of Milwaukee have authorized charter schools. While charter schools already serve children in all corners of the state, the independent charter school sector will have opportunities for statewide expansion under new charter school laws. 

This grant application focuses on high-quality charter school authorizing and development, particularly with schools intending to serve educationally disadvantaged students. By awarding increased funding to high quality grant applicants intending to serve educationally disadvantaged students, Wisconsin’s charter school program demonstrates its commitment to supporting and improving academic outcomes for this subgroup. This work is further supported as part of Wisconsin’s unique charter dissemination plan, which ensures that innovative charter school best practices are shared with schools statewide. 

DPI is requesting an average of $12.7 million annually for a five year grant period, for a total amount of approximately $64 million to strengthen its charter school program as follows: 

1. Support the growth of high-quality charter schools in Wisconsin. 

2. Prioritize charter school funding to improve academic outcomes for educationally disadvantaged charter school students. 

3. Strengthen authorizing practices for all charter school authorizers in Wisconsin. 

4. Disseminate charter schools’ best practices to other public schools and LEAs. 

With this grant, Wisconsin will strengthen its authorizer practices and performance expectations, identify best practices, and provide assistance to ensure opportunities of autonomy, flexibility, and innovation result in improved student achievement for all students.
