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Abstract
Indiana’s charter school movement has continued to grow since charter school legislation was passed in 2001. In 2002, the first year charter schools operated in the state, 1,271 students were enrolled in eleven charter schools in which represented 0.1% of the state’s total public school population. In 2010 that number increased to 18,512 students enrolled in fifty-three charter schools or 1.6% of the state’s total public school population. Growth over the last five years has doubled with 37,448 students enrolled in 79 charter schools throughout the state during the 2014-15 school year (3.8 % of the state’s total public school population). The strength of Indiana’s charter school community can be attributed to a strong yet flexible state law that values autonomy and does not place caps on the number of charter schools that may be created, does not limit the number of students that may be enrolled, has a strong but varied authorizing community, and support from government and charter support organizations. 

Indiana’s CSP project has played an invaluable role in supporting that growth, having allocated over $56 million in start-up and implementation grants since 2001 that have fostered quality and innovation in the charter sector. Indiana charter schools create a public school option that serves diverse populations; provides professional educators with opportunities to employ their creativity; and offers parents, students, and the community expanded opportunities for involvement in the public school system. 

With this application, Indiana seeks federal funding to continue the progress it has made. The goals of Indiana’s CSP project that supports the theory of action are to: Increase the number of high-quality charter schools; Increase the academic achievement of charter schools; and Increase opportunities for educationally disadvantaged students. Indiana has set performance indicators for determining its progress toward meeting those goals, and through strategic activities and a comprehensive, independent evaluation, the SEA is confident that it will have a successful and fruitful CSP project. 

The Indiana Department of Education is located at 115 West Washington Street, South Tower, Sixth Floor Indianapolis, IN, 46204. The Department’s mailing address is 115 West Washington Street, Suite 600 South, Indianapolis, IN, 46204. Any questions or requests for further information should be directed to the project’s contact person, Linda Rusthoven, at (317) 232-6711 or rusthove@doe.in.gov.
