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Abstract
The Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) requests a Charter Schools Program (CSP) grant of $34,000,000 to increase the number of high‐quality charter schools in Georgia. CSP grant funds will enable the GaDOE to support the program design and implementation of newly approved charter schools throughout Georgia and to support the dissemination of chartering best practices to parents, community leaders, and Local Educational Agencies (LEAs). Grant funds will also be used to cover limited administrative costs for monitoring and managing progress towards accomplishing grant objectives.

Over the past five years, Georgia’s chartering sector rapidly grew because of strong leadership, policy, and an alternative authorizer. Georgia’s strong chartering law has led to an increase in the number of high quality charter schools and an increase in GaDOE’s ability to provide technical assistance and oversight. Georgia has increasingly focused on charter schools working with educationally disadvantaged students. In the coming years, if funded, Georgia intends to prioritize schools working with educationally disadvantaged students through its subgrant process through a competitive preference and designated dissemination grants.

Georgia has identified four objectives for the next three years: (1) to increase the number of high quality charter schools, in Georgia, especially among underserved students in rural and urban settings; (2) to use Charter School Program grant funding to improve student outcomes, specifically for educationally disadvantaged students; (3) to monitor charter schools’ fiscal health, compliance with IDEA, anti‐discrimination laws, and to provide support to ensure long term compliance; and (4) to promote awareness of high quality chartering best practices to teachers, parents, communities, and other public schools. Georgia will also monitor and evaluate all charter schools’ academic and operational performance goals annually.
