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Since 2012, the number of charter schools in South Carolina has increased over 78 percent while student enrollment increased more than 105 percent. Shifting public and political perception of charter schools in South Carolina has contributed to this growth and will continue to improve in the future. South Carolina Charter Schools NExT: New and Existing, Transforming through Quality, Innovation, and Sustainability (SC CS NExT) proposes to incorporate improvement and innovation into new and existing systems by shifting focus from the number of applicants receiving charters to the quality of the charter’s plan and capacity to operate and sustain a high-quality school.

The South Carolina Department of Education (SCDE) will broaden its support for charters and invigorate innovation efforts across the public school system. The SCDE plans to create even more high-quality charter schools by assessing and improving quality in new and existing charters; providing subgrants for planning and implementation; spreading innovation throughout the public school system; increasing awareness and use of charter schools; improving the standards and effectiveness of authorizers and charter boards; and evaluating the effects of charter schools on student achievement and growth to include the educationally disadvantaged, staff, and parents.

South Carolina requests a waiver of Section 5202(c)(1) to carry out a five-year (60- month) grant program offering the full range of services and, through collaboration with our partners, ensuring the viability, sustainability, and quality of our charter schools. To implement SC CS NExT we request $30,437,602 over a five-year grant period.
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