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“I have a chance to show what it means to…have a compassionate side, a caring side, to help lift people up." Ohio Governor John Kasich’s quote highlights the state’s continued priority to support the most disadvantaged Ohioans. The means through which this fundamental vision can be achieved includes better serving the educational needs of Ohio’s underprivileged students through charter schools.

Under Governor John Kasich’s leadership, policies have been enacted that are leading to the creation of new, high-quality charter schools and improving the academic and fiscal performance of existing charter schools. This includes Ohio’s new law instituting a first in the nation, high stakes quality reviews of all state authorizers.

An award from the Charter Schools Program SEA Grant will allow Ohio to significantly increase access to effective charter education opportunities for Ohio’s most disadvantaged boys and girls, particularly from low-income and minority families, who are currently poorly served by the urban schools districts in which they live.

The key strategies in our use of the SEA Grant include:

· Open more high quality charter schools and close poor-performing schools. Aggressively target new high-quality charter schools in areas where poor-performing schools are closing or likely to close.

· Provide for more schools serving targeted students where no effective options exist.

· Target supply and quality increases toward low-income and minority families.

· Partner with Community Educational Development Organizations (CEDOs) to accelerate charter development and success.

· Integrate quality charter development into the State’s new authority to create achievement school districts serving the children of the most dysfunctional school districts.

· Increase accountability and autonomy in the charter marketplace by strengthening the guardrails of quality authorizing and hold state authorizers rigorously accountable for protecting student trust and public investment in Ohio charter schools.

With the creation of new schools and the replication of those that are high quality, ODE’s ultimate goal is for Ohio to have 70% of charter school seats in effective schools by 2020, contributing to an overall state charter sector of 100,000 seats and 400 schools.
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