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During the 2015 legislative session, the state of Nevada adopted sweeping education reforms as part of a comprehensive reform strategy and made significant changes to charter school laws, including the creation of an Achievement School District (ASD) designed to serve as a charter-driven turnaround mechanism for the state’s lowest performing schools. In addition, legislation ensured full alignment of the state’s public school choice and public school accountability systems. 

This new framework establishes strict eligibility requirements and sets ambitious performance targets to ensure that this designation does not become a refuge from accountability for poor performing schools or a justification for unacceptable academic outcomes. The state made substantial policy changes and financial investments to improve the state’s teaching and leadership pipeline which has resulted in dramatic increases in licensure flexibility. 

The proposed 2016-2018 Nevada Charter School Program Grant will support the federal Charter School Program goals to increase the national understanding of the charter school model, to expand (nearly double) the number of high-quality charter schools available in Nevada, and improve the charter schools currently open to our students. Nevada will accomplish these goals through the following objectives:

1. Increase the number of high-quality charter schools in Nevada, especially those serving students who are at greatest risk of not meeting state academic standards.

2. Improve student achievement in Nevada charter schools, particularly for students who have historically underachieved (graduation rates and career/college enrollment).

3.  Promote the high-quality dissemination of Nevada charter school best practices to other schools.

4. Strengthen the overall quality of the Nevada charter authorizing and CSP grant administrative infrastructure.

The Nevada Charter School Program Grant will provide planning and implementation funds to charter developers and all schools chartered by the state’s authorizers over the next three (3) years, specifically for schools considered to be a high poverty school, or in a rural zone; or serving a diverse population; or focuses on increasing high school graduation and college enrollment rates for high needs students. This project will provide funds to further strengthen the quality of Nevada’s oversight and guidance for all new and currently operating charter schools.

Lastly, successful charter schools may also compete for funds to disseminate the innovative best practices that they have developed. All of these activities serve to support the ultimate goal to improve achievement outcomes for all students.

