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Abstract

The Illinois State Board of Education’s (ISBE) Quality School Options Grant (QSO Grant or Quality Options Grant) will complement Illinois’ current education reform efforts by supporting charter school development teams with the capacity to operate higher-quality charter schools in high-need areas, and building the capacity of all local school districts to advance academic excellence and equity options for all of their students. The funds received under the QSO Grant will facilitate ISBE’s ability to accomplish the following project objectives outlined in this application:

A. Build agency capacity and increase technical assistance with Illinois educational partners to communities exploring charter school options.

B. Implement higher-quality charter schools through subgrants for planning, program design and implementation.

C. Communicate and disseminate best practices for charter schools.

ISBE’s QSO Grant will incorporate and advance the State’s work to address all students’ needs and close achievement gaps through its planning, program design, and implementation subgrant competition. ISBE will accomplish ambitious growth in the number of higher-quality charter school options by building awareness of higher-quality charter schools, increasing the capacity of higher-quality charter schools, improving (or closing) academically poor-performing charter schools, and assisting communities in leveraging charter schools as educationally innovative options to improve student performance, especially for our most educationally disadvantaged students.

