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The public charter school sector in the District of Columbia (DC) currently serves over

36,565 students, represents 44% of the total school population and is comprised of 112 public charter schools operated by 61 nonprofits, located in 94 separate facilities. The growth of public charter schools in DC has helped improve student achievement, provide quality public school options for parents, establish innovative educational practices, and allow parents the opportunity to be meaningfully involved in their child’s education.

OSSE’s proposes to use Charter Schools Program funds to: 1) support the successful launch and creation of high-quality charter schools by providing planning and implementation funds, including incentive funds related to educationally disadvantaged students; 2) promote dissemination projects that focus on improving educational outcomes for educationally disadvantaged students; and 3) make direct loan funds available to new charter schools.

With a focus on educationally disadvantaged students, the objectives of this project are to: (1) increase the number of high-quality public charter schools in DC ; (2) improve academic achievement of public charter school students; (3) promote the dissemination of effective practices from public charter schools that have demonstrated success in increasing student achievement; and (4) support public charter schools to be operationally sound for long-term sustainability and effective stewards of public resources.

OSSE is requesting a waiver to extend the grant period from three to five years to provide flexibility in accomplishing the project objectives. OSSE is requesting $20,169,837.40 for the five year grant period. These funds will enable OSSE to meet or exceed each of the four enumerated project objectives.

