Abstract

This application describes the Rhode Island Department of Education’s Ocean State Charter Program (OSCP), a program that seeks to double the number of charter schools that serve students in our urban communities over the course of the grant term. The OSCP has three grant objectives:

OBJECTIVE 1:  To increase the number of new, high quality charter schools and in particular, quality urban charter schools.
OBJECTIVE 2:  To improve instruction and student outcomes in existing charter schools.
OBJECTIVE 3:  To increase participation in the RIDE Charter School Incubation Program through enhanced outreach, communication, and support to teachers, parents, community organizations and other public schools.
The OSCP emphasizes charter quality through the use of protocols and high quality authorizer training, ensuring rigor in the charter approval, periodic review, and performance evaluation cycle. This focus on quality will help ensure the OSCP will maintain charter quality amidst rapid expansion. The OSCP includes a charter incubation program designed to break down the current barriers that currently constrain charter growth – lack of access to high quality training and support and insufficient start up funding -- by providing competitively awarded planning and implementation grants. The OSCP also focuses on the development of high quality, strategic dissemination projects to encourage proven charter schools to share innovation and effective practices within the charter network and beyond. Finally, the OSCP design is grounded in a logic model that emphasizes improving charter school performance, improving authorizer quality, and expanding state department of education capacity to support charters across Rhode Island. 

