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 The New Hampshire Department of Education seeks to continue its role in providing leadership for the charter school movement in New Hampshire. We aspire to educate and empower grass roots groups in pursuing charter school development. This grant would allow for twenty additional high quality charter schools to open in New Hampshire, creating more public school options for students and their parents in a rural state with limited choices.

The four objectives of the New Hampshire Charter School Program are: (1) increase the number of high quality charter schools in New Hampshire, particularly those serving educationally disadvantaged students most at risk in rural and urban settings. (2) use Federal CSP grant funds to improve student achievement for secondary charter school students and increase graduation rates; (3) support the dissemination of charter schools best practices to other public schools and LEAs; (4) empower charter schools to become strong independent organizations and support charter school efforts to be fiscally responsible.
New Hampshire’s fledging charter school program only began to bear fruit when New Hampshire received its first federal grant in 2003. Prior to that, six charters were approved, but none were able to open without start up financial support. With the advent of start up grants from CFDA 84.282A, New Hampshire was able to open its first charter schools during the three year life (with a one year extension) of the grant. During this period, a number of secondary schools opened serving at risk students and an equal number of mission driven schools whose curriculums have reengaged underserved students. Former high school dropouts have returned to complete their education with many going on to college.
Our state is in the position where multiple groups desire to open new charter schools but are in need of startup funding to reach their goals. At this time 11 charter schools are operating in twelve locations, one school is scheduled to open in 2010, and three more are proceeding through the local authorization process. The goal of the New Hampshire Department of Education is to open 20 new charter schools during the life of this grant. While roughly 30 or so schools may seem small compared to other larger states, it must be kept in mind that New Hampshire ranks 41st among the fifty states in terms of population, and thus cannot be expected to launch as many charter schools as more populous states. Our students are no less worthy of multiple options. 

New Hampshire respectfully requests a waiver of the 36-month requirement of the federal grant period and instead seeks a 60 month grant period to successfully meet the objectives outline above. The NHDOE requests $11,259,911 in grant funds over five years to support these efforts to open 20 new high quality charter schools that meet the needs of students in this small but determined state.
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