The Missouri Federal Charter Schools Grant Program has three primary goals:
1. Improve student achievement for educationally disadvantaged students and others (as measured by the Missouri Assessment program, other standardized assessments and other performance measures).

2. Improve school accountability by strengthening leadership, board governance and sponsorship practices.

3. Increase the number of high quality charter schools operating in the Kansas City and St. Louis City School Districts (and other districts as allowed by the legislature).

The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) is seeking to increase the number of high quality charter schools serving students and families in Missouri.  The Federal CSP will augment efforts already underway at both the state level and within the charter sector itself.  Additionally, DESE would like to continue work begun with the National Association of Charter School Authorizers (NACSA) to develop a tool to evaluate the work of sponsoring institutions.

There has been a reinvigorated push to deliver on the potential of the charter school model in Missouri.  The Federal CSP will provide essential start-up support, incentives and meaningful tools for new charter public schools and their sponsoring institutions.  The outcomes of this program will be shared with the larger charter community as well as the traditional education community in an effort to provide a strong ongoing return from this initial investment.
