Ms. Kathy Cox, State Superintendent of Education and Mr. Louis Erste, Charter Schools Director, phone number, lerste@doe.k12.ga.us, 2053 Twin Towers East, 205 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive, Atlanta, GA 30334, submit this competitive grant application under the “2010 Invitation for Applications”, USDE Public Charter School Program (CSP).

Abstract Narrative


The Georgia Department of Education (“GaDOE”) requests a Charter School Program grant of $35,000,000 to achieve the purposes of the Charter School Program by increasing the number of high-quality charter schools in the state. These grant funds will enable the GaDOE to support the program design and implementation of newly approved charter schools throughout Georgia and to support the dissemination of chartering best practices to parents, community leaders and Local Education Agencies (LEAs). Grant funds will also be used to cover limited administrative costs for monitoring and managing the progress towards accomplishing the grant objectives. 

Over the past three years, Georgia’s chartering sector rapidly grew as a result of strong state leadership and legislative support. Georgia received the fourth highest score from the National Alliance for Public Charter Schools in a national study evaluating the strength of all 50 states’ charter school laws. The strength of Georgia’s chartering law has led to an increase in the number of high quality charter schools and an increase in the ability of the GaDOE to provide technical assistance and oversight. Georgia will use the funds to support the 60 new charter schools expected to be approved over the next three years. 

Georgia has identified five objectives for the next three years: (1) to increase the number of high quality charter schools,  especially among underserved students in Georgia rural and urban settings; (2) to use Charter School Program grant funding to improve student outcomes; (3) to use chartering and the Charter School Program Grant funding to improve secondary school student performance and graduation rates throughout the state;  (4) to monitor charter schools’ fiscal health and to provide support to ensure their long term fiscal health and (5) to promote awareness of high quality chartering best practices to teachers, parents, communities and other public schools. Georgia will provide competitive preference and grant incentives for charter school developers to establish charter schools in “high-need communities” throughout Georgia. Georgia will also monitor and evaluate all charter schools’ progress towards meeting their annual academic and organizational performance goals. 

