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Through its public charter schools program, the State of Arkansas hopes to increase opportunities for learning and access to quality education for all students; create choices for parents and students within the public school system; provide a system of high accountability for results in public education; encourage innovative teaching practices; encourage community and parent involvement in public education; and create competition among public schools, thus stimulating improvement. Currently, there are eleven conversion public charter schools and eighteen open-enrollment public charter schools, serving 8,643 students in grades K-12. These schools are located in diverse geographic regions across the state, from the most rural to the most urban areas.

Based on the results of the preceding needs-assessment activities, the following broad goals and operational objectives have been established for the 2010-2015 Public Charter Schools Program in Arkansas:
Objective 1:  To promote greater parental choice and enhance educational opportunities for K-12 students in Arkansas by increasing the number and types of high quality charter schools in the state. 

Objective 2: To contribute to the knowledge-base about best practices in charter schools by supporting the dissemination of information at the state, regional and local levels.

Objective 3: To support sound fiscal management and practices in public charter schools through quality leadership programs and technical assistance.

Objective 4: To increase student academic achievement.

If we are successful in attaining these objectives, we believe the following long-range outcomes will ensue:

· There will be more diverse offerings of public charter school options for elementary, middle and high school students throughout our state, particularly in areas in which large numbers of students attend low-performing schools.

· There will be an increased awareness at the state, regional, and local levels of best practices adopted by public charter schools. 

· There will be a higher level of support for public charter schools at both the state and local levels, and an expanded network of resources to support sound fiscal management practices for public charter schools.

· The quality and rigor of the instructional programs of public charter schools will increase, resulting in higher levels of student performance and achievement of state standards.

The Arkansas Department of Education, working through the Charter School Office, continually strives to further the development of high-quality public charter schools in Arkansas. In doing so, the ADE solicits the support of governmental, business, and community leaders, as well as educators and other professionals in the field of education. This proposal reflects thought and refinement resulting from nine years of implementing and supporting charter schools in Arkansas. The future of school choice through the implementation of new charter schools is the benchmark of creative, fundamental and progressive action.  This action and involvement will result in the design of high quality, progressive, innovative and markedly improved educational institutions that will offer unique and unprecedented programs, practices, procedures and design for the students of Arkansas.
