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STRIVE Preparatory Schools (STRIVE Prep) is a successful public charter school network in Colorado serving predominately low-income students of color. STRIVE Prep, a non-profit charter management organization (CMO), opened its first middle school in 2006. As a result of excellent outcomes for students and significant demand from families, STRIVE Prep has replicated its Model and currently serves 3,000 students in nine high-quality elementary, middle, and high charter schools The network’s vision is that a high-quality K-12 education resulting in college readiness becomes the norm, not the exception, for all students in Denver, regardless of race, income, academic background, or other factors.  STRIVE Preps schools are in three areas served by Denver Public Schools (DPS), and have among the highest poverty rates, lowest achievement scores, and fewest quality school options in DPS. Of the  3,000 students enrolled at STRIVE Prep in the 2014-2015 school year, 91% qualify for federal free/reduced price lunch (FRL), 97% are students of color (90% Latino), 66% qualify for services as English Language Learners (ELLs) and 12% qualify for special education (SPED) services. These rates surpass those of DPS and the State of Colorado. STRIVE Prep’s accomplishments have gained them local, state and national recognition. This CSP project would allow STRIVE Prep to provide high quality services to 4,000 additional students in the areas of Denver in which they now operate. There is a large population increase in these areas and STRIVE Prep’s schools are fully- or over-enrolled, with parent and community requests for expansion and replication.

STRIVE Prep schools are built on Core Beliefs that are operationalized in the STRIVE Prep Model for high quality charter schools. The Model includes seven dimensions: High Quality Staff; Parent and Community Engagement; Strong School Culture Driven by Our Six Core Values of Scholarship, Teamwork, Respect, Integrity, Virtue, and Excellence (S.T.R.I.V.E); Rigorous College-Preparatory Focus; Research-Based Instructional Approaches; Data Driven Instruction and Decision Making and Transparency and Accountability. This Project includes expanding STRIVE Prep Excel High School to include grades 11 and 12, and replicating the successful Model in opening eight new STRIVE Prep schools, including five elementary, one middle, and two high schools. The new STRIVE Prep charter middle school will be Kepner Middle School, a turnaround school designated for restructuring in partnership with DPS.

The Project has four objectives with performance measure to assess progress over the 5-years. 

Objective 1:  STRIVE Prep will expand 1 currently established STRIVE Prep charter school and establish 8 new STRIVE Prep charter schools to serve over 4,000 additional students by the end of the CSP Replication/Expansion grant’s five-year grant period.

Objective 2:  STRIVE Prep charter schools expanded and established through the CSP Replication/ Expansion grant will implement policies and programs based on the successful STRIVE Prep High Quality Charter School Model.

Objective 3:  Students at STRIVE Prep charter schools expanded or established through the CSP

Replication/Expansion grant will progress and achieve to meet high standards.

Objective 4:  All schools created with CSP Replication/Expansion grant will increase percentage of students successful in preparing for, enrolling and participating in post-secondary education.

This project addresses Absolute Priorities 1 and 2, Competitive Priorities 1, 2 and 3, and the Invitational Priority.

