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Abstract:

LEARN Charter School Network is requesting $6,547,950 from CSP to accelerate its expansion.

LEARN received its charter in 2001 and has grown from 110 students in one school to 3,400 across eight schools serving kindergarten to 8th-grade thanks to an aggressive growth plan launched in 2008. The LEARN Network has impressive academic outcomes, strong financial management, and absolutely no issues in the area of student safety, financial management, or statutory or regulatory compliance. Our expansion plans outlined in this application meets both Absolute Priorities: LEARN is a high-quality charter school network successfully closing achievement gaps for low-income, minority students and serves a population that is 92% low- income. The application also meets Competitive Priorities 1(b) and 2. With a CSP grant, LEARN will open 8 new K-8 charter schools and expand an existing campus by two grades. The expansion will allow LEARN to serve an additional 3,520 students in predominantly low- income, minority communities in the Chicago area. LEARN's high-quality instructional program, ability to attract and develop outstanding principals and teachers, and its  longer school day and school year have allowed its students outperform demographically similar students throughout the state. Through this CSP project, LEARN will further accelerate student learning with intensive staff development. The goal is to close the achievement gap for its disadvantaged students by meeting or surpassing Illinois State averages on all state tests by 2020.
