Achievement First, Inc.
ED Abstract Narrative
Address: 403 James Street, New Haven, CT, 06513-3016
Contact: Sharon Richards

Phone Number: (317)457-5549
Email Address: sharonrichards@achievementfirst.org
Project Title: Achievement First: Expansion and Replication of High-Achieving Charter Schools in Connecticut, New York and Rhode Island.

Total Recommended Award Amount: $8,453,100.00

Project Goals: AF is a charter management organization operating 29 schools serving over 9,500 students in Connecticut, New York and Rhode Island. The goals of this project are (1) to provide 5,000 additional students with the achievement gap-closing education they need to graduate from college, and (2) to prove that the achievement gap can be closed at district scale. 

Expected Outcomes: AF’s project outcomes are: (1) serve over 14,000 students in 42 schools by 2019-20; (2) close the achievement gap for educationally disadvantaged students (EDS); (3) demonstrate 100 percent 4-year college acceptance rates, 95 percent college matriculation for graduating seniors and 75 percent or higher 6-year college graduation/persistence rates; (4) maintain a student attendance rate of 96 percent, student retention rate of 90 percent, new teacher offer acceptance rate of 75 percent, teachers and principals retention rate of 80 percent, and a waitlist students of at least 100 percent of enrollment target; and (5) operate within a sustainable budget.

Project Contributions: AF’s impact extends beyond its students through strategic partnerships with reform-oriented organizations and districts to inform district- and state-wide reform efforts. 

Project Compliance: Over the past 16 years, AF has demonstrated success by expanding from one school to a network of 29 schools, providing over 9,500 students a high-quality education. AF has raised achievement levels of all students, including EDS and historically disadvantaged subgroups, to meet or exceed state performance standards at per pupil costs equal to or less than its host districts.

