FY 2014 Allowable Activities Frequently Asked Questions
1. What kind of projects will this program support?
This Professional Development for Arts Educators program supports the implementation of high-quality model professional development programs in elementary and secondary education for music, dance, drama, media arts, or visual arts, including folk arts, for educators and other arts instructional staff of kindergarten through grade 12 (K-12) students in high-poverty schools.

This program supports professional development programs for K-12 arts educators and other instructional staff that use innovative instructional methods and current knowledge from education research and focus on--(1) The development, enhancement, or expansion of standards-based arts education programs; or (2) The integration of standards-based arts instruction with other core academic area content.

2. What activities may funds support?
Uses of funds may include, but are not limited to:

· Research on arts education; 

· Planning, developing, acquiring, expanding, improving, or disseminating information about model school-based arts education programs; 

· Development of model State arts education assessments based on State academic achievement standards; 
· Development and implementation of curriculum frameworks for arts education;  

· Development of model in-service professional development programs for arts educators and other instructional staff; and 
· Supporting model projects and programs to integrate arts education into the regular elementary and secondary school curriculum.   

3. Does the Professional Development for Arts Educators Program have any absolute priorities?
Yes, this competition includes one absolute priority.  This priority supports professional development programs for K-12 arts educators and other instructional staff that use innovative instructional methods and current knowledge from education research and focus on (1) The development, enhancement, or expansion of standards-based arts education programs; or (2) The integration of standards-based arts instruction with other core academic area content.  

 In order to meet this absolute priority, an applicant must demonstrate that the project for which it seeks funding is linked to State and national standards intended to enable all students to meet challenging expectations, and to improving student and school performance.  
4. Does the Professional Development for Arts Educators Grant Program have any Competitive Preference Priorities?
Yes, there is one competitive preference priority- Technology.  
This competitive preference priority supports projects that are designed to improve student achievement (as defined in the NIA) or teacher effectiveness through the use of high-quality digital tools or materials, which may include preparing teachers to use the technology to improve instruction, as well as developing, implementing, or evaluating digital tools or materials

5. Does the Professional Development for Arts Educators Grant Program have any Invitational Priorities?
Yes, there is one invitational priority- Promoting Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) Education.  
This invitational priority supports projects that are designed to provide increased opportunities for high-quality professional development for K-12 arts educators and other instructional staff in integrating arts with STEM subjects.  
6. What are the reporting requirements under this program? 
Grant recipients will be required to submit an annual performance report that documents yearly progress towards meeting the expected programmatic outcomes. Grantees will also be required to submit a performance report, no later than 90 days after the end of the project period, in addition to any materials developed in the documentation, evaluation, and dissemination of the proposed products.

7. Is a proof of partnership a required part of the application? If so, what would that look like?
State or local non-profit or governmental arts organizations are required to partner with at least one LEA to be eligible. Applicants should provide verification as to the extent to which each partner in the proposed project is committed to the implementation and success of the project throughout the years proposed in the application.[image: image1][image: image2]
