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1Twin Rivers Unified School District


2School District of Lee County


3Clark County School District


4New York City Department of Education, District 25




California

	Grantee Name:
	Twin Rivers Unified School District

	Project Address:
	3222 Winona Way

North Highlands, CA 95660

	Project Director:
	Gloria Hernandez

Phone: 916-566-1600 ext 50180

Gloria.Hernandez@twinriversusd.org


The primary goal of the Developing Rigorous Integrated Visual and Performing Arts Education for Arts Resurgence and Teacher Sustainability (DRIVE 4 ARTS) program is to address the Absolute Priority #1 by building and expanding the local capacity of comprehensive arts education for teachers and students in the Twin Rivers (TRUSD) and Sacramento City (SCUSD) Unified School Districts. The DRIVE 4 ARTS project will build on the partnerships of SCUSD (2001-2004) and TRUSD (2010-11) with The California Arts Project, one of the California Subject Matter Projects (the state-designated providers of professional development in California). 
Short-Term Outcomes: The immediate changes expected as a direct consequence of program activities and outputs concern the following implementation processes: 1) delivery of the TCAP cohort trainings; 2) delivery of summer offerings from TCAP and Kennedy Center artists; and, 3) the actual implementation of Common Core and Arts Integrated standards based methodologies in the classroom during the treatment phase of the project.

Mid-Term Outcomes: The intermediate changes expected upon fulfillment of the short-term outcomes concern the following inter-related teacher outcomes: 1) increased content knowledge in the arts; 2) increased knowledge of integrative teaching strategies; 3) increased confidence in teaching arts lessons; 4) improved capacity to modify the lessons to meet student needs. To help teachers build on the knowledge and skills they are expected to gain during the first year of the treatment phase, a cohort of teachers will develop their leadership skills in the area of arts and the integration of the Arts into the Common Core. These outcomes are critical to achieve if the long-term outcomes described below are to be realized and implemented in both districts. 

Long-Term Outcomes: The final and most important changes are anticipated to take place at the student level upon successful attainment of the mid-term outcomes. These outcomes will build over time and include: 1) increased content knowledge in the arts; 2) improved aesthetic valuing; 3) improved arts performance; and, 4) increased overall achievement in the Visual and performing to increase student content knowledge and graduation rate. 

The target population consists of reaching approximately twenty five schools which is about 15,000 K-12 students by training a total 40 VAPA specialty and 50 non-arts teachers, 20 Administrators, 15 after school program and 15 community artists from both SCUSD and TRUSD. Moreover, SCUSD is an urban school district serving 50,000 students in 91 public and charter schools while TRUSD is urban and suburban school district with 54 schools public and charter serving 27,000 students. 
Florida
	Grantee Name: 
	School District of Lee County

	Project Address:
	2855 Colonial Boulevard

Fort Myers, FL. 33966

	Project Director:
	David Norris

Phone: (239) 337-8691

Email: DavidWN@LeeSchools.net


Research supports a direct connection between arts instruction and student achievement.  A study by researchers from the University of California at Los Angeles, using a database of over 25,000 middle and high school students, found that students with high arts involvement performed better than students with little involvement in the arts (Catterall, 2002).  A review of SAT scores and arts involvement by the College Board found that students who took four years of arts classes in high school outperformed students who had one semester or less of arts coursework.  The specific results were +58 points for arts students on the verbal portion and +38 points on the math portion of the SAT (Ruppert, 2006).

Training Teachers to take AIM (Arts Integration for Motivation) will target four schools, 1 K-8 school, 1 middle school (grades 6-8) and 2 high schools (grades 9-12) that are considered arts attractor schools in the suburban school district.  Project AIM will target high poverty students as well as students who are low performing in reading and mathematics.  There are a total of 285 teachers, including 35 arts educators who instruct a total of 4,537 students in the four target schools.  The external evaluator will focus on objectively assessing the degree to which the intended outcomes of Project AIM are achieved.  The evaluation employs a mixed model, mixed method quasi-experimental research/evaluation design using a two-stage, mixed cluster sampling technique.  Fidelity of implementation is addressed with a three-dimensional model.  The mixed model combines elements of a two-group (project schools versus comparison schools) factorial design (factors are the elements/outcomes of the PD implementation plan) with repeated measures (multiple data collection).

Through arts integration professional development, teachers will employ new instructional strategies to address student learning needs, particularly for students who struggle in reading and math taught through traditional delivery methods.  AIM professional development will provide high quality opportunities through the use of national and state resources in the arts that seek to provide a variety of levels of engagement for the non-arts teacher and highly specialized arts center teacher.  Through the three-year project teachers will be able to experience professional development, apply learning in the classroom with peer coaching, return for additional training, and participate in a collaborative project with community and peer support.  The professional development is designed to include collegial coaching, classroom application and reflection so that the duration of the learning experience extends over time and encourages lasting change.

Project Goals:

1.
Increase student achievement in reading and mathematics. 

2.
Increase teacher fine arts proficiency skills and knowledge.

3. 
Increase collaboration between fine arts and academic teachers.

4. 
Increase participation in arts integration PD among teachers in Title 1 eligible schools.

5.
Improve attitudes toward the arts among students, teachers, parents and administrators.

6. 
Increase teacher engagement in arts integration. 

Nevada
	Grantee Name:
	Clark County School District

	Project Address:
	Fine Arts Department Curriculum & Prof. Development

5100 West Sahara Ave

Las Vegas, NV 89146

	Project Director:
	Barbara Good

Phone: 917-521-3719

bgood@interact.ccsd.net


The Curriculum and Professional Development Division of the Clark County School District (CCSD) submits this proposal for the Professional Development for Arts Educators (PDAE) Program on behalf of eight CCSD high poverty schools. The project is titled Part of the Solution: Connecting the Disciplines to Help Students Connect Learning. This funding, and a partnership with the Smith Center for Performing Arts, will support a three-year project to raise student achievement and support the development and implementation of a high-quality model of professional development for music and visual art specialists and academic educators of K-12 students. The purpose of the PDAE Program is to strengthen standards-based integrated instruction, including “arts” education and to ensure that all students meet challenging national and State standards in “arts” and academics.

Goals for the project are: 
· [image: image1.png]


Provide high quality, research-based professional development of sufficient rigor and duration to prepare arts and other core content teachers to design and deliver standards-based integrated curriculum.
· Facilitate professional collaboration between arts and other core subject teachers for the purpose of designing and delivering integrated curriculum in a manner such as that detailed in the newly adopted Curriculum Based on Enduring Ideas.
· Increase student learning in the arts and in other targeted core content subjects as required by Nevada Performance Standards for Visual Arts and Music, and Common Core State Standards in English Language Arts and Mathematics.
· Increase student engagement as determined by observed increases in indicators such as asking questions, seeking out information, contributing to collaborations, and expressing a personal investment in their work.
· Positively impact school climate and culture in such a way that stakeholders recognize arts education as a critical component of the instructional program.
· Develop and disseminate resources for integrating arts with other core content areas. 

New York
	Grantee Name: 
	New York City Department of Education, District 25

	Project Address:
	38-48 Linden Place

Flushing, NY 111354

	Project Director:
	Michael Baker

Phone: 917-521-3719

Mbaker2@schools.nyc.gov 


The Arts Learning Leads to Literacy Project (ALLL or the PROJECT) will provide proven-effective (demonstrated by strong evidence) professional development to grades K – 2 charter school and public school teachers in an arts-integration instructional methodology that will facilitate greater arts and English language arts skills achievement gains/growth among high need target pupils (attending high poverty schools) when compared to controls (under an experimental evaluation design).  The professional development can be used with most “business as usual” early childhood curricula and assessment systems thereby greatly increasing its potential for widespread replication. 

The applicant LEA, NYC Community School District 25, heads a consortium including 12 NYC DOE schools and 3 charters schools in urban Brooklyn, the Bronx, Queens and Manhattan neighborhoods, as well as NYC DOE Children First Network Team 532. The PROJECT responds to the following urgent and evolving needs:

The PROJECT will involve 3 charter schools in urban settings and 12 public schools in urban settings. Random selection processes will be used to identify target teacher trainees and classes (of participating teachers) and control groups. The PROJECT will cost-effectively deliver a  proven-effective cohesive professional development program that will serve 168 classroom grades K-2 teachers (56 per annum); involve 158 classes (over 3 years), and serve about 3,700 high need and high poverty pupils (over 1,232 per annum). See poverty and other information for each site at the end of the Abstract. The professional development will involve workshops and in-classroom modeling both during the school year and each summer. The content of the professional development will focus on arts content; the LeAp active learning instructional methodologies and arts-integration constructs.  

Learning Through An Expanded Arts Program, Inc. (LeAp), which has a 33-year history in arts education, will partner on the initiative. SPEZ, Co., Inc. (an experienced evaluation agency) will work in tandem with the schools and LeAp to ensure the timely use of multiple data sets for program enhancement/refinement activities.  

The PROJECT will be scientifically assessed under an evaluation design that compares gains/growth in CCSS-based English language arts skills between target and control pupil on a pre and post program basis using the ECLAS, DIBELS, DRA, Fountas and Pinnell Book Levels, Running Records, etc. As new CCSS-focused early childhood assessments are developed, the PROJECT will tests its impact using the new instruments. Arts skills will be assessed on a pre and post program basis using the LeAp Standardized Arts Assessment Tool; a copy appears in the Appendix. The LeAp Standardized Student Arts Assessment instrument is based on the National Arts Standards. 

The PROJECT is based on scientific research (involving a randomized target and control group evaluation) conducted by LeAp and the New York City Department of Education over the past 10 years involving more than 30,000 high poverty and high need  K- 2 pupils. The research was supported by the federal government under an Arts in Education Model Development and Dissemination Grant of $800,000 and $500,000 in local funding raised by LeAp. Hard data from that project show that target pupils out-scored control pupils by up to 100% in 19 of 23 literacy skills assessed using valid and reliable instruments. 
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