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The Arts Learning Leads to Literacy Project (ALLL or the PROJECT) will provide proven-effective (demonstrated by strong evidence) professional development to grades K – 2 charter school and public school teachers in an arts-integration instructional methodology that will facilitate greater arts and English language arts skills achievement gains/growth among high need target pupils (attending high poverty schools) when compared to controls (under an experimental evaluation design).  The professional development can be used with most “business as usual” early childhood curricula and assessment systems thereby greatly increasing its potential for widespread replication. 

The applicant LEA, NYC Community School District 25, heads a consortium including 12 NYC DOE schools and 3 charters schools in urban Brooklyn, the Bronx, Queens and Manhattan neighborhoods, as well as NYC DOE Children First Network Team 532. The PROJECT responds to the following urgent and evolving needs:

The PROJECT will involve 3 charter schools in urban settings and 12 public schools in urban settings. Random selection processes will be used to identify target teacher trainees and classes (of participating teachers) and control groups. The PROJECT will cost-effectively deliver a  proven-effective cohesive professional development program that will serve 168 classroom grades K-2 teachers (56 per annum); involve 158 classes (over 3 years), and serve about 3,700 high need and high poverty pupils (over 1,232 per annum). See poverty and other information for each site at the end of the Abstract. The professional development will involve workshops and in-classroom modeling both during the school year and each summer. The content of the professional development will focus on arts content; the LeAp active learning instructional methodologies and arts-integration constructs.  

Learning Through An Expanded Arts Program, Inc. (LeAp), which has a 33-year history in arts education, will partner on the initiative. SPEZ, Co., Inc. (an experienced evaluation agency) will work in tandem with the schools and LeAp to ensure the timely use of multiple data sets for program enhancement/refinement activities.  

The PROJECT will be scientifically assessed under an evaluation design that compares gains/growth in CCSS-based English language arts skills between target and control pupil on a pre and post program basis using the ECLAS, DIBELS, DRA, Fountas and Pinnell Book Levels, Running Records, etc. As new CCSS-focused early childhood assessments are developed, the PROJECT will tests its impact using the new instruments. Arts skills will be assessed on a pre and post program basis using the LeAp Standardized Arts Assessment Tool; a copy appears in the Appendix. The LeAp Standardized Student Arts Assessment instrument is based on the National Arts Standards. 

The PROJECT is based on scientific research (involving a randomized target and control group evaluation) conducted by LeAp and the New York City Department of Education over the past 10 years involving more than 30,000 high poverty and high need  K- 2 pupils. The research was supported by the federal government under an Arts in Education Model Development and Dissemination Grant of $800,000 and $500,000 in local funding raised by LeAp. Hard data from that project show that target pupils out-scored control pupils by up to 100% in 19 of 23 literacy skills assessed using valid and reliable instruments. 

