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Research supports a direct connection between arts instruction and student achievement.  A study by researchers from the University of California at Los Angeles, using a database of over 25,000 middle and high school students, found that students with high arts involvement performed better than students with little involvement in the arts (Catterall, 2002).  A review of SAT scores and arts involvement by the College Board found that students who took four years of arts classes in high school outperformed students who had one semester or less of arts coursework.  The specific results were +58 points for arts students on the verbal portion and +38 points on the math portion of the SAT (Ruppert, 2006).

Training Teachers to take AIM (Arts Integration for Motivation) will target four schools, 1 K-8 school, 1 middle school (grades 6-8) and 2 high schools (grades 9-12) that are considered arts attractor schools in the suburban school district.  Project AIM will target high poverty students as well as students who are low performing in reading and mathematics.  There are a total of 285 teachers, including 35 arts educators who instruct a total of 4,537 students in the four target schools.  The external evaluator will focus on objectively assessing the degree to which the intended outcomes of Project AIM are achieved.  The evaluation employs a mixed model, mixed method quasi-experimental research/evaluation design using a two-stage, mixed cluster sampling technique.  Fidelity of implementation is addressed with a three-dimensional model.  The mixed model combines elements of a two-group (project schools versus comparison schools) factorial design (factors are the elements/outcomes of the PD implementation plan) with repeated measures (multiple data collection).

Through arts integration professional development, teachers will employ new instructional strategies to address student learning needs, particularly for students who struggle in reading and math taught through traditional delivery methods.  AIM professional development will provide high quality opportunities through the use of national and state resources in the arts that seek to provide a variety of levels of engagement for the non-arts teacher and highly specialized arts center teacher.  Through the three-year project teachers will be able to experience professional development, apply learning in the classroom with peer coaching, return for additional training, and participate in a collaborative project with community and peer support.  The professional development is designed to include collegial coaching, classroom application and reflection so that the duration of the learning experience extends over time and encourages lasting change.

Project Goals:

1.
Increase student achievement in reading and mathematics. 

2.
Increase teacher fine arts proficiency skills and knowledge.

3. 
Increase collaboration between fine arts and academic teachers.

4. 
Increase participation in arts integration PD among teachers in Title 1 eligible schools.

5.
Improve attitudes toward the arts among students, teachers, parents and administrators.

6. 
Increase teacher engagement in arts integration. 

