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The Curriculum and Professional Development Division of the Clark County School District (CCSD) submits this proposal for the Professional Development for Arts Educators (PDAE) Program on behalf of eight CCSD high poverty schools. The project is titled Part of the Solution: Connecting the Disciplines to Help Students Connect Learning. This funding, and a partnership with the Smith Center for Performing Arts, will support a three-year project to raise student achievement and support the development and implementation of a high-quality model of professional development for music and visual art specialists and academic educators of K-12 students. The purpose of the PDAE Program is to strengthen standards-based integrated instruction, including “arts” education and to ensure that all students meet challenging national and State standards in “arts” and academics.

Goals for the project are: 
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Provide high quality, research-based professional development of sufficient rigor and duration to prepare arts and other core content teachers to design and deliver standards-based integrated curriculum.
· Facilitate professional collaboration between arts and other core subject teachers for the purpose of designing and delivering integrated curriculum in a manner such as that detailed in the newly adopted Curriculum Based on Enduring Ideas.
· Increase student learning in the arts and in other targeted core content subjects as required by Nevada Performance Standards for Visual Arts and Music, and Common Core State Standards in English Language Arts and Mathematics.
· Increase student engagement as determined by observed increases in indicators such as asking questions, seeking out information, contributing to collaborations, and expressing a personal investment in their work.
· Positively impact school climate and culture in such a way that stakeholders recognize arts education as a critical component of the instructional program.
· Develop and disseminate resources for integrating arts with other core content areas. 
