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Learning Without Borders (LWOB) is an inner city public school project for the

integration of arts in the core curricular areas of Language Arts and Math. LWOB was

developed over a 10-year period and implemented in eight culturally diverse, predominantly

low-income elementary schools in the West Contra Costa Unified School District (WCCUSD) in

California. Based on sustained implementation, thoroughly evaluated by a series of outside

evaluators, including SRI International, Hi-Beam Consulting and ROCKMAN ET AL, Learning

Without Borders has achieved significant impact on student academic achievement in English

Language Arts. The current project replicates the successful LWOB model at five new

elementary schools in the WCCUSD and augments the Language Arts program with an

additional focus on Math.

The target schools exhibit high levels of poverty as evidenced by the rate of Free and

Reduced Lunch meals and Census data compiled by the U.S. Department of Education National

Center for Education Statistics. Participating schools serve large numbers of disadvantaged

students and English Language Learners, a combination correlated with low academic

achievement. All schools rank below average on the state Academic Performance Index (API)

with a considerable majority of students scoring Basic or Below on the CA Standardized Tests in

both Language Arts and Math.

Learning Without Borders Professional Development project goals are:

Increase the capacity, skill, confidence and leadership of fourth- through sixth-grade

teachers to integrate arts with other core subject areas, namely the Open Court Language

Arts and Everyday Math standards-based programs;

Develop and implement curriculum that meets rigorous academic standards and

positively impacts academic achievement and youth development; and

Train artists and experienced teachers to mentor and support newer participants;

Foster a learning community of educators among Learning Without Borders teachers,

both at each new participating school and across the district, so that they can collaborate

to improve curriculum and teaching practice.

Over three years, we will adapt and expand our successful model to serve fourth, fifthand

sixth-grade teachers at the five new schools. Master teachers and artists will lead 44 hours

of professional development workshops and “lead teachers” at each site will mentor new

participants. By the end of the grant period, at least 50 teachers will be trained and the project

will directly benefit over 950 new students in grades 4-6. The WCCUSD and the East Bay

Center will work with established partners such as California State University East Bay, KQED

Education Network and others to create a community of arts learners at each school, steeped in

high-quality arts education, with the support needed to successfully improve achievement

through arts integration. We will continue to examine the program's pros and cons in the

program implementation, with particular consideration given to the necessary changes that need

made to this program in order to become a state, and eventually, a national model.

