Abstract

Artful Learning Communities II: Assessing Learning, Transforming Practice, Promoting Achievement

The New York City Department of Education (NYCDOE) Office of Arts and Special Projects

(OASP), in collaboration with ArtsConnection, Inc., a US Department of Education (USED)-

recognized model arts education organization, seeks funding to expand and enhance our

Professional Development for Arts Educators (PDAE) model program. 
Artful LearningCommunities (ALC) II: Assessing Learning, Transforming Practice, Promoting Achievement will build capacity and expand upon the successes of our current PDAE grant. Artful LearningCommunities successfully changed teacher practice through action research focused solely on formative assessment practices. What we couldn’t determine in that grant cycle – but what we are able to do now – will be to measure student achievement in the arts with newly developed psychometrically-validated and reliable summative performance assessments (Benchmark ArtsAssessments). In this way we will be able to determine whether this PDAE model and its improved teacher practice results in improved student learning. Further, the new model will be expanded to include a system of balanced assessment. In ALC II, arts specialists will learn how to take summative data, analyze it, determine what students know and don’t know, and use this information to modify instruction practice, plan lessons, and deliver on-going formative assessment to measure individual student progress. And finally, the project partners also propose to include high school specialists, thus creating the first research-based K-12 Artful Learning Communities professional development model for New York City public schools. ALC II will provide high-quality, sustained and intensive professional development to 108 arts specialists (including 84 new art specialists, eight high school peer coaches who will be new to this grant cycle and 16 returning “master” peer coaches who will mentor the new coaches in Year 1).
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The overarching objective of Artful Learning Communities II is to provide sustained and

intensive professional development that improves art specialists’ knowledge and practices in

order to promote student achievement. Toward this end, Goal 1 is to improve teachers’ content

knowledge of the arts and their capacity to implement a system of balanced assessment in order

to support data-based decision-making. Goal 2 is to increase student achievement in the arts

through enhanced teacher instruction and assessment practices.

NYCDOE is an urban LEA. Some 30,400 K-12 students in nearly 100 schools citywide will be

impacted by this project each year. Most of these students are high-need: more than 60% of New

York City’s 1.1 million school children live in poverty, and there are high numbers of youth in

foster care, who are homeless, or who have been incarcerated. Students are diverse: 51% are

African-American, 19% White, 15% Hispanic, 12% Asians and 3% others; 11.8% are English

Language Learners. System-wide there are more than 1,404 schools that are Title I, as indicated

the official data source, the 2010-11 Title I School Allocation Memorandum, attached.

