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The proposed project leverages a variety of district/community resources to improve the

knowledge and skills of arts educators to support high quality arts education and meaningful integration in more than100 Kindergarten-8th grade classrooms in high-poverty classrooms in Milwaukee Public Schools. Milwaukee Public Schools is the 36th largest urban school district in the nation, the largest in Wisconsin, in the nation’s fourth poorest U.S. city. About 82% of the 81,372 largely minority student body qualifies for free/reduced lunch. The district is challenged by persistent achievement gaps and

overall under-performance that resulted in MPS’s identification as a district in corrective action.

Project CREATE: Collaborate, Research, Exhibit, Analyze, Think, Educate will serve over 3,100 K-8 students and their 105 teachers in cohorts of 35 in each year of the project. As indicated by Milwaukee Public Schools Title I report, all participating schools have 50% or more students who are low income and qualify for free or reduced priced lunch (ranging from 54.7% to 99.72%).

The proposed project will leverage many local and national resources, including Arts@Large, Inc. (a community-based arts education advocacy organization), local museums, five institutes of higher education, artists, art educators, and related experts to strategically support improved instructional programming in high-poverty schools. Author of Learning on Display: Student-created Museums that Build Understanding, Linda D’Acquisto, will provide professional development to support teachers in

learning how to organize instruction to facilitate project-based student learning. Artists in residencies will serve as planning partners with classroom teachers and support integration of various arts  disciplines with reading and writing connected to specific museum topics. Additional specialists will model art integration strategies and team-teach with classroom teachers. Schools will be linked with arts partners providing direct services to students and teacher support in standards based integrated arts instruction and activities. Each teacher cohort will receive 40 hours of training focused on Visual

Thinking Strategies and 20 hours of training to facilitate the learning of student created museums.

Project CREATE will support development and implementation of a strategic professional development model for sustainable, standards-based arts integration in high-poverty, urban schools and classrooms.

Project CREATE will: 1) promote model strategies for strengthening community arts partnerships; 2) improve collaborative planning among core subject and art teachers and implementation of an aligned, sequential, cross-content area K-8 curriculum; 3) improve balanced arts/literacy instruction in targeted schools; and 4) increase parental and family learning opportunities in the arts and literacy; to 5) increase student engagement in high quality arts education; and 6) promote students’ visual thinking and

simultaneously increase student learning in literacy and the arts.

The evaluation of the pilot project will be conducted by American Institute of Research using a mixed-methods study to track project design and implementation—including partnership activities, professional development, curriculum, and classroom practices. The evaluation will also assess the impact of integrated arts learning strategies in teacher practice and individual student development and achievement, including necessary implementation conditions. Formative data will guide project

improvements in real time, while summative data will inform the level and nature of district expansion of the pilot project. Evaluation findings will be shared among participating stakeholders and arts education advocacy and coalition groups, published via the internet and professional journals, and presented at a variety of local and national conferences to promote learning and replication by urban schools and districts across the country.

