CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS & COLUMBIA COLLEGE CHICAGO

ABSTRACT

Name of local education agency: Chicago Public Schools

Project title: Chicago Reaching Educators in the Arts To Engage Students (CREATES)

Application point of contact: Emily Hooper Lansana, 125 S. Clark, 11th Floor, Chicago, IL 60603; Tel: 773-553-3111, emlansana@cps.k12.il.us
Authorized LEA representative: Albert Sanchez, 125 S. Clark, 11th Floor, Chicago, IL 60603;Tel: 773-553-1543, asanchez@cps.k12.il.us
Major partner: David Flatley, Center for Community Arts Partnerships at Columbia CollegeChicago, 600 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL 60605; Tel: 312-369-8851, dflatley@colum.edu
Objectives: 
1: Enhancing Middle Grade Teacher Attitudes, Skills and Content Knowledge in State and National Standards-Based Arts Instruction and Arts Integration through HighQuality Research-Based Sustained and Intensive Professional Development Within High Poverty Chicago Public Schools: 
By September 30, 2014, at least 80% of 50 participating teachers will increase attitudes, skills, and content knowledge that enhance their ability to (a)
conduct state and national standards-based arts instruction in dance, music, theater, visual arts, andmedia arts; and (b) integrate standards-based arts instruction with the core academic content areaof reading. 
(2) Improving Middle Grade Teacher Classroom Practice in Conducting State and
National Standards-Based Arts Instruction and Arts Integration through the Development of Professional Learning Communities Within High Poverty Chicago Public Schools: By September 30, 2014, at least 80% of 50 participating teachers will demonstrate in the classroom an increase in (a) conducting high quality state and national standards-based arts instruction in dance, music, theater, visual arts, and media arts; and (b) integrating standards-based arts instruction with the core academic content area of reading. 
(3) Improving Middle Grade Students’ School Engagement and Performance in Meeting Challenging State and National Academic Achievement Standards in the Arts and in Reading: By September 30, 2014, at least 80% of 1,250 6th-8th grade students in participating teachers’ classrooms will demonstrate an increase in
engagement, discipline-specific knowledge and skills in the arts, and achievement in reading.

Numbers served: 10 schools, 50 teachers, 6th-8th grades, estimated 420 students/year (total 1,250)

LEA designation: Chicago Public Schools is designated as urban

Official data source to determine poverty criteria: Free and Reduced Price Meal EligibilityData per the National School Lunch Program as cited by the Illinois State Board of Education,http://www.isbe.state.il.us/nutrition/htmls/eligibility_listings.htm
Project summary: 
The Chicago Public Schools proposes to partner with the Center for Community Arts Partnerships (CCAP) at Columbia College Chicago, a nationally recognized arts education leader, to provide CREATES, a distinctive model of high quality sustained and intensive professional development (PD), to enhance standards-based arts instruction in dance, music, theater, visual arts, and media arts, as well as the integration of the arts with other academic areas, especially reading. Teachers will work in school-based teams that include an arts specialist as the lead teacher, literacy specialist, and at least one 6th-8th grade team. High quality PD (52 hours/year for lead teachers, 40 hours/year for others) will be offered throughout the year in large group sessions and school-based PD with project coaches. Teachers will create compelling arts instruction and arts integrated curriculum that immerse students in rich, deeply engaging artmaking, arts literacy, interpretation/evaluation of the arts, and making connections between the arts and other areas, and thus create powerful and vivid learning experiences for students. 

CREATES meets Competitive Preference Priority 1 as it is designed to enable more data-based decision-making by allowing schools, teachers, and project staff to collect, analyze, and use high quality and timely data to improve instructional practices and student outcomes. CREATES also meets Competitive Preference Priority 2 by utilizing methods that are supported by strong or moderate evidence, including use of study groups, observation, coaching and mentoring, as opposed to one-time workshops; sustained participation by the same teachers over three years;collective participation of teachers by grade level; focus on content knowledge; opportunities for
active, hands-on, inquiry-based learning; and coherence of PD with teachers’ goals,

responsibilities, and accountability to standards.

