Project Name: Charleston Arts-Enhanced Instruction to Optimize Understanding (AEIOU)
Service Population: The project will serve a treatment group comprised of four elementary schools, grades 3 – 5 and (2) a no-treatment comparison group comprised of four elementary schools, grades 3 - 5. Cluster analysis will be used to select schools in thecomparison condition. The percentage English Language Learners, ethnicity, free-reduced lunch, and indicators of student achievement (e.g., state assessment scores, AYP) will be among the factors used in the cluster analysis. Baseline data for each measure will be established using themost recent data preceding the start of the project’s professional development activities. 
Quality, Intensity, and Duration of Training/Professional Development: The “How

People Learn” model (Bransford, Brown, & Cocking, 1999) serves as the foundation for A4L’sinstructional principles, methods, and strategies for student engagement. The A4L Lessons were developed by YA in collaboration with a team from the University of Washington and have been rigorously evaluated by WestEd. A4L has demonstrated effectiveness with students at all reading levels and in multiple conditions, including ELL, students with disabilities, Title I, and accelerating below-level readers.

The project’s annual cycle of 48 hours of sustained and intensive professional development for each teacher will begin each summer when 3rd through 5th grade teachers of core subjects and principals in the targeted schools will receive training on the A4L model (4 hours), Units to be implemented in the first semester (6 hours), and performance objectives (2 hrs). Training on the second semester’s Units will begin in November (6 hours), followed by training in the year’s A4L Residencies in January (6 hours). In February, classroom teachers will attend a professional development session in which they discuss their experiences with the program, share student work and plan for the next year (4 hours). Throughout the school year, teachers will be expected to use the project wiki to share ideas, experiences, supporting materials, lessons and student work (4 hours). The TOSA and YA will provide sustained professional development through coaching and training at the individual classroom, school, and/or grade level (12 hours).

A4L training will be provided by YA and will include the essential components for the

teacher-led lessons as well as suggested strategies for the artists in residence to demonstrate their expertise. Individual and small-group coaching by the TOSA and YA will be provided to address local challenges to effectively implementing A4L Lessons.

A4L includes pre- and post-intervention assessment tools for teachers and students to track learning and improvement. Research instruments and protocols are also included to measure fidelity of lesson delivery and strengthen the credibility of observed program effects. AEIOU’s long-term positive impact will be sustained by the development of additional lessons. Beginning in year 2, as teachers increase their knowledge of A4L and gain experience implementing artsinfused curricula, new lessons, adaptations, and extensions will be created with fidelity to the

A4L model. Lessons will be disseminated via the AEIOU wiki and MyA4L Groups website to facilitate collaboration for learning.

Anticipated Improvement in Student Achievement: AEIOU’s objectives are: 1) reduce achievement gaps in reading for the population of focus by 10 percent per year from the baseline as measured by the percent Met/Exemplary on the state PASS English/Language Arts assessment, and 2) fifth grade students’ writing performance, as measured by the percent scoring Met/Exemplary on the state PASS Writing assessment, will increase by 10 percent per year from the baseline. Baseline measures and performance targets will be established from the spring 2011 administration of the PASS.

To ensure this program is indeed leading to improvements in the achievement of students as measured against rigorous academic standards, we will employ WestEd to evaluate student achievement using standardized tests and the project-specific Comprehensive Cross Unit Assessment (CCU). The PASS measures students against state standards and is administered to students in 3rd through 8th grade each spring. The CCU was developed at the University of Washington to assess literacy skills against recognized standards and to measure learning and life skills specifically addressed in A4L Lessons.

