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The proposed Teacher Action Research Institute project for middle school arts integrated teaching and learning in science and English language arts (ELA) classrooms responds to the need to improve teaching and learning in classrooms with high numbers of ELL and traditionally“at-risk” students. It also meets the need to strengthen teacher content knowledge, and toimprove teacher competence in interdisciplinary teaching and learning.

The Teacher Action Research Institute model brings together research-based and practice-proven strategies for supporting culturally-responsive arts-integrated teaching through a) continuing education/professional development in arts integration for 5th-8th grade arts, science and Englishlanguage arts teachers; b) teacher action research: building and establishing inquiry-basedschool-wide Professional Learning Communities; c) providing teachers with tools and knowledge to apply ongoing formative and summative performance based assessment.

The project will serve the 2,000 students enrolled in San Leandro Unified School District’s twomiddle schools (grades 6-8), Muir and Bancroft, about 600 students per year. Muir and Bancroft serve majority “minority” students (88% and 82%, respectively), predominantly Latino, followed by African American. Absolute priority: 57.5% of Muir’s students are from low-income families and 56.9% of Bancroft’s are. (Criteria: Title I, Section 1113 (1)(5) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended: free/reduced meal eligibility. Data source:CA Department of Education). San Leandro is classified as an urban district.
Over the course of three years, the project will serve 10 teacher site leads (the eight current K-5 site leads plus the two new middle schools leads); 13 K-8 visual arts and music teachers; 25 middle school English language arts teachers, and 11 middle school science teachers, for a potential total of 59 participants. The program will provide an average total of 80 professional development hours over 12 months – at least 40 of those in the first six months.

Project Outcome Objectives

Objective 1: 100% of teachers will report developing culturally responsive teaching strategies

Objective 2: 100% will report increased comfort with collaborative curriculum development and improved art skills

Objective 3: 100% non-arts and arts teachers show a statistically significant increase in content knowledge in the arts

Objective 4: 100% TARI teachers will report improved understanding of how to assess student learning

Objective 5: 100% of TARI teachers will report increased ability to differentiate instruction

The Teacher Action Research Institute will implement a professional development model developed over the past nine years that uses research based thinking frames and action research to enable teachers to 1) use rich and active arts learning experiences to engage students with academic content, 2) analyze with formative assessment tools how well students are learning in those experiences and 3) co-design and implement intentional arts integrated next steps that build on students’ assets, and target student misunderstandings and learning needs. A team of highly qualified and experienced science, ELL/ELD, teacher inquiry, and arts learning coaches, will

design specific professional development for teachers to improve their content knowledge through arts integrated applications of science and ELA content knowledge.

Competitive priorities the project addresses:

1. Enabling More Data-Based Decision-Making

2. Supporting Programs, Practices, or Strategies for which there is Strong or Moderate Evidence of Effectiveness
