Abstract

The Washoe County School District (WCSD) Arts Infusion Project, in collaboration with the Sierra Arts Foundation and the University of Nevada, Reno, seeks to provide high-qualityprofessional development to regular teachers as well as art, music and ESL educators at five at risk schools (four elementary/one middle) to serve 165 teachers and more than 3,000 students annually. Low-income data for the participating schools range from 65% to almost 82% free and reduced lunch (FRL) populations. Over the course of this grant, through this proposed replicable project, we hope to serve more than 21,000 students at 40 K-12 schools, all with 50% or higher FRL by focusing on art integration to improve student achievement and engagement in core content areas as well as use music in the teaching of vocabulary to assist LEP students with language acquisition and development. Through our active Professional Learning Community model, this project can potentially serve all of our 34,101 elementary students.

Artists in Residence and master music teachers will train teachers in the classroom, at after school Arts Academies, and at Saturday professional development days using Artboxes, a school-based arts education curriculum aligned with the arts standards and directly aligned with WCSD, State and National academic standards. Artboxes include six different curriculum sets with cross-curricular lessons in arts and, math, science, history, language arts and social studies.

The free Arts Academies will also include a Mindful Music program where regular teachers, ESL and music teachers learn instructional practices that assist LEP students with language acquisition and development. Once fully trained, teachers will create a model of teaching practice and materials to be used at other school sites using the “Train the Trainer” model.

The Goals of the WCSD Arts Infusion Project are:

1) To provide teachers in four low-income elementary and one low-income middle school with high quality, sustained professional development to effectively teach and instruct their students in the arts and arts standards;

2) To utilize professional development in the arts to enhance student understanding and

engagement in other core academic areas, such as math, literacy/language arts, science, and social studies.

Expected outcomes include: 
(1) Increased teacher confidence in their ability to integrate the arts

and arts standards in their classroom and ability to utilize the arts to improve instruction in core content areas, as well as increased teacher confidence in their ability to use music in vocabulary instruction to enhance language acquisition for LEP students; 
(2) Improved efficacy in teaching the art standards in their classroom and in teaching LEP students due to integration of music in language acquisition; 
(3) WCSD educators will be encouraged toward earlier and stronger

inclusion of the arts in the educational lives of children; 
(4) Increased student engagement in these classrooms; 
(5) Increased State Criterion Referenced Test scale scores in Reading and

Math; 
(6) An Arts in the Classroom resource library completed and implemented through the

project for use by WCSD teachers.

By integrating and aligning the WCSD Arts Infusion Project with other District initiatives, and training other teachers, the Washoe County School District and its’ partners will build capacity to carry out the objectives of this proposal long after the end of this grant funding.
