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The Sallie B. Howard School for the Arts and Education (SBH), a public charter

school serving grades K-8 in Wilson, NC, requests $800,478 to support the Professional

Development Program in Arts Integration (PDPAI). In partnership with mentors from the

Southeast Center for Education in the Arts (SCEA) at The University of Tennessee at

Chattanooga, SBH will implement the PDPAI over three years, enabling all faculty

members to develop expertise in integrating selected art forms with core curriculum

content to create rich and substantive instruction that promotes student achievement.

The PDPAI will serve 85 elementary & middle grades teachers annually; all 85 will

participate in an annual summer workshop, and each year a cohort of 20 (60 total during the funding period) will receive year-round professional development and coaching. SBH will implement a comprehensive arts integration model that can be successfully sustained at SBH and replicated at other schools.

The PDPAI sets forth three main objectives: SBH teaching and administrative staff

will (1) gain understanding of and build instructional practices in arts integration; (2) expandawareness, knowledge, and skills in the arts; and (3) adopt and/or create a site sustainablesystem for continued professional development in arts integration. 
Strategies and activities used to reach these objectives include: a sequential model of instruction that clearly identifies competencies at levels I, II, and III; an annual week-long summer intensive that includes demonstrations of arts-integrated lessons; instruction in concept-based curriculum design and backward planning; in-depth tutorials in the processes and concepts of each art form; quarterly on-site and electronic mentoring, which includes planning sessions, structured discussion and reflection, and classroom demonstration sessions, co-teaching, and observation; peer group planning, observation,and support; and active involvement of a school-based Arts Leadership Team to guide the development of the program through the three-year funding period and beyond.

The proposed program is a crucial component of the school improvement efforts of

SBH. Located in a rural, low-wealthi county in eastern North Carolina, SBH serves a

population of 725 students, 99% minority, 88% whom are low-income (based on

eligibility for free or reduced lunch, an accepted indicator of their families’ low-income

status). SBH is designated by the NC Department of Public Instruction as a “Priority

School, Expected Growth” with 50-60% of students performing at grade level.” Over the

three years of the program, a total of 85 teachers and administrators will receive professional development services. This diverse group is committed to reaching every student through innovative instructional approaches, yet needs additional training and support to investigate and implement these methods. Adopting arts integration as a school-wide instructional methodology through intensive professional development will enable educators at SBH to build on the school’s applauded arts education program and deliver high-quality instruction to educate students in, about, and through the arts.

iAs defined by the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction  Low Wealth Supplemental

Funding, Fiscal Year 2007-08 Planning Allotment, where Wilson County was shown to be allotted an additional $2,650,937. 
See http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/fbs/allotments/planning/state/lowwealthsummary.xls.

