Abstract

School Board of Manatee County, Florida

Project STAGE (Students, Teachers, and Artists: Goals in Education)

The School District of Manatee County, Florida in partnership with the Van Wezel

Performing Arts Hall in Sarasota, Florida and the Kennedy Center for Performing Arts

Partners in Education Program in Washington D.C. are proposing a project to provide

professional development in the teaching of literacy through the integration of

performing arts. Participation in this project by 38 teachers from selected Title

1elementary schools, will improve teacher skills and knowledge through professional

development workshops, classroom modeling, coaching and follow-up reflective sessions

and then new learning in continuous cycles throughout each of the 3 years of the grant

period. Success in this project will be realized as a result of sustained, school-based

infrastructure building and professional development.

The project goals and objectives include:

Goal 1: To improve the capacity of the teachers in the STAGE project to integrate

the performing arts into literacy activities in their core subjects.

Objective 1: All STAGE teachers will receive professional development

that is sustained and intensive. (GEPRA performance measure)

Objective 2: STAGE teachers will demonstrate knowledge of the National

and State Standards in the Arts.

Objective 3: National and State Arts Standards will be integrated into the

delivery of literacy instruction in the classrooms of STAGE teachers.

Goal 2: The National and State Arts standards will be integrated into the literacy

curricula in classrooms of the STAGE teachers.

Objective 1: The integration of the Arts standards will be demonstrated in

lesson plans and through classroom observations.

Goal 3: The professional development achievements through the STAGE project

will be sustained beyond the grant period.

Objective 1: The STAGE teachers will become mentors to other core

teachers in their schools.

Objective 2: The curricular materials and other STAGE materials will be

made available online to other district teachers.

Objective 3: STAGE teachers will present their findings to local and state

teachers at professional conferences.

Objective 4: Through the STAGE project, the School Board of Manatee

County will develop partnerships with arts organizations in the

community.

Supported by the online resource library of background information and lesson plans

all teachers in the Manatee County Schools will be able to implement STAGE strategies

into their classrooms after federal support ends as the grant closes out.

The project will serve 38 teachers selected from Title one schools whose student

population reports a Free and Reduced Lunch (F&RL) percentage or 50% or higher. The

table on the next page provides specific F&RL data for the project schools.

STAGE Project Schools

School District of Manatee County

TITLE 1

ELEMENTARY

SCHOOL

PERCENTAGE FREE &

REDUCED LUNCH

PARTICIPATION

NCLB* SANCTION

STATUS

Orange Ridge Bullock

Elementary School

92.7% 5 years failing to make AYP

restructuring -planning

Samoset Elementary

School

92.7% 6 years failing to make AYP

school in restructuring

Daughtery Elementary

School

90.7% 2 years failing to make AYP

Supplemental Services,

choice

Tillman Elementary

School

87% 5 years failing to make AYP

restructuring planning

Manatee Elementary

School

85.1% 5years failing to make AYP

restructuring planning

Oneco Elementary

School

79.9% 5 years failing to make AYP

restructuring planning
Ballard Elementary

School

76.2% 4 years failing to make AYP

restructuring planning year

Wakeland Elementary

School

73.7% 6 years failing to make AYP

school in restructuring

Prine Elementary School 72.4% None

Palmetto Elementary

School

70.4% None

Moody Elementary

School

69.6% None

Palm View Elementary

School

64.5% None

Bayshore Elementary

School

63.6% None

Blackburn Elementary

School

62.3% None

Abel Elementary School 59.9% None

Sea Breeze Elementary

School

54.1% None

Rowlett Elementary

School

51.9% None

*No Child Left Behind Regulations

Project STAGE contact information:

Point of Contact: Dr. Ronald K. Hirst, Grants Resource Specialist, School Board

of Manatee County, 215 Manatee AvenueWest, Bradenton, Fl 34206. Phone:

941-708-8770, ext 2016, e-mail: hirstr@fc.manatee.k12.fl.us

Partner: VanWezel Performing Arts Hall/ Kennedy Center for Performing Arts

Partners in Education Program, 777 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, Fl 34236
