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           Project IMAGINE, which addresses the Absolute Priority and Competitive Preference Priorities 1and 2, will evaluate SidexSide’s teaching and learning framework for broader arts integration in grades K-5 in order to increase proficiency in mathematics and reading and strengthen learning for all students. Using a mixed-methods evaluation, SidexSide, in partnership with four elementary schools in the Portland Public Schools(Reiche, Ocean Avenue, Riverton, and East End), and the University of Southern Maine will:

1. Design, develop, and test a set of comprehensive arts integration program for elementary school in order to create a system of professional development supports and resources for teachers that aids in the rapid

learning and ease of implementation of the

program, and

2. Obtain evidence about the framework’s usability, and effectiveness in implementing the program. SidexSide’s framework captures critical components of evidence-based approaches such as the Chicago Arts Partnerships in Education, A+ Schools Program, and Project Zero. Our framework provides programming that integrates content with core subjects including language arts, science, math, and social studies with the arts; provides arts-based instruction tied to Maine Learning Results and Common Core standards; cultivates 21st century skills such as collaboration, critical thinking, and decision making; joins with strong, like-minded community partners; includes credit-earning opportunities for university interns; generates program sustainability with a "community of practice" in arts integration through guided arts experiences; creates broader learning environments by integrating strengths of teaching artists, visiting professionals and visiting professionals and classroom teachers; and provides for evaluation and feedback to enable project growth.
