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The Arts Infusion Project - AEMDD Narrative
Applicant: USD 501, Topeka Public Schools; 
624 SW 24th St., Topeka, KS 66611.
Contact: Dr. Diane Cox, 785-295-3072, 
dcox1@topeka.k12.ks.us. 
The Arts Infusion Project (TAIP) is focused on two interconnected goals: (1) To strengthen the integration of standards based arts instruction within other academic content areas; and (2) To strengthen standards-based instruction by infusing critical thinking (CT) into all aspects of instruction and assessment, which will advance the education of the whole student, specifically in regard to math and reading performance. 
Through intensive and sustained professional development, TAIP will give teachers from persistently lowest performing schools the tools to infuse and bridge their curricula with the arts—bringing the fine arts into the whole school day, and in turn, the whole school day into the fine arts classroom. Teachers will also gain knowledge of CT and CT-based teaching techniques, such as higher-order questioning, assessment and transfer. Ultimately, TAIP will benefit students at-risk of educational failure by making the fine arts and the benefits associated with it more accessible, and provide these students with the tools to succeed in the classroom through CT techniques. 
TAIP will be delivered to teachers at high-need elementary and middle schools (Persistently Low-Performing and Priority schools) in 501 each summer via high intensity courses. Courses will be taught by University of Kansas faculties who have extensive backgrounds in both arts integration and CT, and evaluated by an external team experienced in arts education evaluation. Participating teachers will be supported over the academic year via mentoring from an Arts Infusion Coach. Gains for students include a better understanding of their own CT skills, the ability to transfer those skills into any classroom, improved proficiency in math and reading, and increased access and participation in an arts-infused curriculum.
