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Thinking Like an Artist in Core Curriculum Subjects (TLAA)

River Rouge School District, 1460 W. Coolidge Hwy, River Rouge, MI 48218

Derrick R. Coleman, (313) 212-6878, derrick.coleman@riverrougeschools.org
The goal of the proposed project is to enhance, expand, document, evaluate, and

disseminate an innovative, cohesive model of standards-based arts education into

elementary and middle school reading and mathematics instruction of low SES students

of color. The project addresses the lack of awareness and implementation of arts integration instruction by teachers and is based on the research of Catteral (2009) and Burnaford, Scripp, and Paradis (2012). A short-term outcome is to increase teachers’ ability to integrate standards-based art (& media art) education into their ELA and math instruction. 
Evaluation to measure outcomes will come from quantitative and qualitative

data. Eighty percent of project students will demonstrate proficiency in art, reading, and

math compared to a control group of students. The members of the learning community

will include art, English/Language Arts (ELA), math teachers, as well as art-integration

and math methods instructors, Eastern Michigan University technologists, literacy,

cultural competency, teaching artist faculty, and teams of elementary and middle school

ELA and math interns. 
Professional development consists of weekly visits to schools by technology, art-integration and math methods instructors, EMU faculty who will work with small groups of teachers. There will be a summer art-integration institute, 5 artists workshops, and 20 lessons co-planned by teachers and project staff, and co-taught by art, ELA (or math) teachers, art-integration instructors, and ELA/math interns. The management team consists of River Rouge administrators and EMU project director who will disseminate the work and build a sustainability plan.
