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ABSTRACT

The School District of Palm Beach County proposes to implement the Arts Integration

Cohort Project, an arts-technology integration initiative designed to target student achievement

and engagement at four Title I elementary schools: North Palm Beach Elementary, Plumosa

Elementary School of the Arts, UB Kinsey/Palmview Elementary, and West Riviera Beach

Elementary. 
Based on the Kennedy Center’s CETA model and incorporating best practices from

a prior AEMDD project, the Arts Integration Cohort Project is designed to offer teachers high quality professional development in arts integration and the use of technology as a teaching tool,

increase students’ quality and quantity of in-school arts experiences and arts-based learning, and

subsequently increase student achievement in both academic and arts-based learning.

Technology applications will enable students to connect to their peers locally, nationally, an internationally, using the arts as a bridge to other cultures. A dedicated website will serve as documentation tool for project activities, as well as a curriculum resource and connection portal

for cohort teachers and others interested in arts-integrated best practices. 
Program sustainability will be supported through ongoing partnerships with four local cultural arts organizations, including the Kravis Center for Performing Arts, the Morikami Museum and Japanese Gardens ,the Palm Beach County Cultural Council, and the Center for Creative Education. Working with the school district, these project partners will implement a series of teaching artist residencies in each of the four target schools. 
A rigorous mixed-method, quasi-experimental evaluation model will analyze growth in reading, math, and the arts, as well as any potential increases in student engagement while also providing formative feedback on the project efficacy throughout the four-year duration.
