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Mind Meets Music in partnership with Local Education Agencies Grand Rapids Public Schools, Wyoming Public Schools, Kentwood Public Schools, South Bend Community Schools Corporation and urban Charter Schools River City Scholars and Grand Rapids Ellington Academy of Arts and Technology, through the project ‘Innovative Arts’ submit this proposal to the United Stated Department of Education Office of Innovation and Improvement Arts Education Model Development and Dissemination Program. 
Mind Meets Music, a 501(c)(3)nonprofit organization, and the Innovative Arts program integrates the arts, Common Core Standards, National Core Arts Standards, English language arts, math, higher 21st century skills and brain development in a program enabling high-needs, urban kindergarten, first and second grade students to meet and exceed district, state, and national standards. The project is designed to integrate standards-based arts into core elementary school curriculum, strengthen standards based arts instruction, and improve students’ academic performance including their skills in creating and responding in and through the arts. 
Innovative Arts works with Title I and SIG schools, serving primarily Latino and African American ethnicities, English Language Learners, low income and emotionally impaired students. Moreover, 70% of the students to be served live in poverty. 
Using the latest technology combined with rigorous curriculum integration, Innovative Arts will address students’ needs and help improve schools where students are at risk of educational failure. Mind Meets Music will engage nationally recognized research, development and service agency, WestEd in the evaluation and measurement of Innovative Arts and the students served. 
The Innovative Arts project will serve more than 2300 low income urban children over a span of four years.

