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The Eastern Suffolk Board of Cooperative Educational Services (N.Y), an LEA proposes “Creative Classroom Collaboratives: Creativity-Competence and Confidence” - C3Squared; with the following Goals: 1) To build the capacity of teachers, arts specialists, and teaching artists to use collaborative and creative practices to deepen students’ understanding of curriculum content; 2) To increase student achievement in Common Core and National Coalition for Core Arts Standards; 3) To increase connections between local cultural arts organizations and schools, and 4) To share tools and lessons learned with the local, state, and national education communities. 
Expected project outcomes: Instructional staff will: l) develop lesson plans for collaborative units of study addressing NYS/Common Core State Standards; 2 ) increase over baseline, their use and understanding of collaborative pedagogical practices, and, 3) extend and enrich their collaboration through ongoing exchanges of information via digital and social media and a web-based “toolkit” of model lessons and video clips. Participating teachers will increase over baseline, their: 4) knowledge of arts-integration strategies; 5) professional satisfaction, and 6) opportunities to use digital portfolios. As compared to the control group, the C3Squared students will: 7) demonstrate an increase in the percentage who are proficient in mathematics and reading; 8) show significant gains in mathematics and reading/language arts for targeted ELL students and students with disabilities, and 9) attain the national arts standards (NCCAS) and the 21st Century skills of creativity, critical thinking, communication, and collaboration. School leaders will: 10) report greater knowledge of the educational offerings of local cultural arts organizations, and cultural arts organizations will: 11) report greater awareness of potential school partnership opportunities. 
Population to be served: Approximately 2,200 students from four high-need elementary schools to be selected from within two school districts in Suffolk County, New York: the Patchogue-Medford Union Free S.D. and the South Huntington Union Free S.D.
