C.A.R.E

Compassionate Arts Remaking Education

ABSTRACT

Cleveland Play House, in partnership with LEA Cleveland Metropolitan School District,

will implement C.A.R.E. (Compassionate Arts Remaking Education): C.A.R.E. will improve

social emotional learning (SEL) skills, increase literacy learning, and benefit underserved

African-American students. Use of high-quality digital tools, training, and Common Core

standards-based instruction integrating Drama, ELA, and SEL will enhance and expand our

current drama-based SEL curriculum. Professional development sessions and real-time coaching

for educators will increase capacity to build theatre integrated lessons and a positive classroom

environment. Documentation, evaluation, and dissemination planning and activities will be

conducted on all aspects of programming.

Expected outcomes include increased student achievement; increased teacher capacity to

plan and deliver theatre integrated instruction while redefining classroom culture and safety; and

replicable project components. 

Evaluation of C.A.R.E. will provide teachers, schools, districts and policymakers with valuable data about the impact of theatre integrated learning and companion technology, teacher preparation and real-time coaching, on student achievement on standardized literacy tests, SEL skills, school culture and safety. The evaluation will use randomized experimental design creating a program group of four schools and a control group of four schools, matched on academic achievement history. Data collection strategies will include surveys of students, analysis of teachers’ strategies and lessons and tracking student SEL and test scores.

