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Arts Corps will partner with Highline School District in King County, Washington to implement the Highline Creative Schools Initiative, serving a diverse population of 600 sixth grade student seach year in two high poverty middle schools. 
Through in depth artist-teacher collaborations to support standards-based arts integrated learning, professional development for teachers and teaching artists, and a focus on fostering academic mindsets (psychosocial beliefs that underlie academic engagement and performance) for incoming middle school students, the Highline Creative Schools Initiative will narrow the achievement gap and support students’ long-term academic success in a high poverty and historically low-performing school district.
Expected outcomes include increased student achievement, including narrowing of the achievement gap; increased literacy, visual arts and theater arts learning; improved school engagement and academic mindsets (belonging, self-efficacy, growth mindset and relevance/achievement motivation); improved middle school transition; and strengthened teacher capacity to deliver arts-integrated lessons and assessments. Evaluation of CSI will provide educators, arts education organizations and policymakers with deeper understanding of the mechanisms through which arts learning can influence academic engagement and performance, and thus inform the design of arts-based interventions to reduce the achievement gap.
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