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The goal of Digital DELLTA is to teach English Learner (EL) middle school students in 4 Title I schools in New York City to learn to work and think like artists and document their

process through digital media portfolios in order to improve their acquisition of contextualized

academic, socio-linguistic, strategic and discourse levels of language needed to be college and

career ready. It builds on years of research and evaluation by ArtsConnection on how the arts

support second language acquisition (SLA), and how to create collaborations between teachers

and artists to facilitate this learning. 
Students will learn to: create theater and dance pieces; connect artistic ideas to personal, cultural or historical contexts; perform for a school audience; and document their learning process using digital technologies. ESL/ELA teachers and ArtsConnection artists will engage in substantial, sustained professional development to integrate standards-based arts education into core middle school ESL/ELA curriculum to improve ELs academic performance. Students who participate in the project for three years will meet the 8thgrade National Core Arts Standards benchmarks for learning in theater and dance; achieve the 8th grade Common Core Speaking & Listening ELA standards; and learn to use digital documentation of their work in the arts to reflect on, assess and share their learning process with others. An independent evaluator will conduct an Impact Study with a quasi-experimental design to validate the model and determine if Digital DELLTA improves SLA in ELs; and, educators’ knowledge of, and ability to apply interdisciplinary, standards-based teaching for EL students in the classroom.

