Abstract

The New England Arts Literacy project is collaboration among the Andover and Salem

Public Schools and the Quaboag Regional Innovation District, in partnership with the Peabody

Essex Museum, Addison Gallery of American Art, and a team of arts education professionals to

expand, document, evaluate, and disseminate the research-based Performance Cycle model. Arts

integration has been shown to improve student engagement, academic self-concept, and school

climate, and the Performance Cycle model was one of a few arts integration models found to

create powerful contexts and conditions for learning. 
The project’s goals are teachers who can connect literacy, the arts, and other content areas; schools with a positive climate and the capacity to offer high quality technology embedded integrated arts curricula; and students who are engaged in learning with a high academic self-concept and excellent reading comprehension. The project will recruit 120 K-8 art, music, ELA, social studies, science, math and special education teachers for sustained professional development, and classroom implementation of new units of study based on the Performance Cycle framework and carried out by teacher teams together with visiting arts and using the collections and skills of our cultural partners.

Short-term outcomes include improved teacher attitudes about collaborative work, teachers who know how to implement the model, and improved student engagement and academic self-concept. Intermediate-term outcomes include increased use of the Performance Cycle framework, improvements in reading comprehension indicators, and increased capacity for technology embedded collaborative teaching and learning. Finally, expected long-term outcomes include improvements in school climate, improved learning outcomes as measured by state assessments, and creation of a New England network of arts integration experts and partners to carry on this work after the period of federal funding.
