Abstract

Instructional Innovation: School Transformations through Arts (STTArts) is a partnership

between the Alameda County Office of Education (ACOE), KQED and two inner-city middle

schools in Oakland CA.

Our proposal addresses the absolute priority to improve teacher effectiveness and student

achievement through the enhancement, expansion and evaluation of the Integrated Learning

Specialist Program (ILSP), our arts education model. STTArts builds on the evidence gathered

over the past twelve years of research funded by multiple USDOE Art Education Professional

Development grants as well as collaboration with the Harvard Graduate School of Education

Project Zero. Our model professional development program includes the frameworks of Studio

Habits of the Mind, Teaching for Understanding and Making Learning Visible. 
STTArts will integrate ELA and Math Common Core State Standards (CCSS), state and national arts standards, digital learning technologies at Alliance Academy (Alliance) and Elmhurst

Community Prep (Elmhurst) middle schools, both identified as transformation schools under the

US Department of Education Office of School Turnaround.

In STTArts, we propose to enhance and expand ILSP to create a replicable model that will

prepare K-12 teachers with the next generation of teaching and learning strategies aligned to

CCSS that include performance assessments; promote depth of knowledge through arts

integration; and are accessible through ongoing connected learning opportunities. This project

will document the qualities of ISLP training, teacher learning, teacher instructional practices, and

project impacts on student achievement. The evaluation plan includes a rigorous comparison

group design as well as longitudinal growth measures for project teachers and students.
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