Grantee Name: Rockford Public Schools

Grantee Project Name: Rockford Arts Infusion
Funding Amount (Proposed four year total): $2,396,950.00 

Year One Funding: $325,000.00 

Contact Person: Dr. Travis Woulfe

Telephone No.: (815) 489-7213
Email: woulfet@rps205.com 

Number of Schools Served: 8

Number of Students Served: Up to 5,000

 The Rockford Public School’s “Arts Infusion” project seeks to establish a high-quality, standards-based arts integration model for grades 5 – 8 math students in Tier II and Tier III Title 1 Schools, based on research of intense student arts experiences. This model’s goals and outcomes are: 

· Integrate Arts Instruction into the Math Intervention Curriculum. Through increasing student engagement, school attendance will increase, discipline referrals will decrease and Math Intervention enrollment will decrease allowing arts elective choices. 

· Strengthen the Arts Instruction within the Math and Fine Arts Curriculum. An emphasis on training and development in arts integration, technology, and progress monitoring, incorporating the National Fine Arts Standards and Math Common Core Standards. 

· Improve Academic Performance in Math. Student incentives and goal setting will lower failure rates in grade level math courses, and raise standardized test scores. 

This model is designed as a systemic arts integration approach for students at risk of educational failure based on research and development of community partnerships over the last two years with the Kennedy Center Partners in Education, Rockford Area Arts Council, and other community arts partners. The Arts Integration Instructional Coach/Trainers (Rockford Area Arts Council) and the Teaching Artists (Community Arts Partnerships) will focus on the development of “minds-on” arts integration in of the arts disciplines: dance, drama, music, visual arts, and media arts. Participating middle schools and their elementary feeders will be compared with schools of similar demographics and math achievement. With high poverty and dropout rates in the district, in addition to low performance scores, it is essential to keep students engaged and interested in learning while monitoring clear goals in learning.

