Grantee Name: Independent School District #625 

Grantee Project Name: DigitalWorks: Engaging the Common Core through Media Arts
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Year One Funding: $314,988.00 
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Email: supt.silva@spps.org 
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Number of Students Served: 1200

The Saint Paul Public Schools (SPPS) district-wide initiative called DigitalWorks: Engaging the Common Core through Media Arts is designed to advance understanding of effective ways to integrate media arts into core academic curricula in alignment with Common Core standards. Through DigitalWorks, SPPS will create, deliver, and broadly disseminate a cohesive series of vertically-aligned, research- and standards-based curriculum units, formative and summative assessment tools, and corresponding professional development modules that integrate media arts into existing Math and Writing/English Language Arts (ELA) curricula in grades 3 through 8. 
DigitalWorks builds on the district’s Strong Schools, Strong Communities strategic plan, a comprehensive initiative to improve teaching and learning and support rigorous academic standards for students, in part by strengthening arts education district wide. SPPS strategies for infusing arts across the district and strengthening arts pedagogy include: a). expanding the number of well-trained arts educators in the district; b). significantly increasing the number, variety, and quality of arts offerings and integrating an arts focus across multiple academic disciplines; c). designing a district wide program of arts instruction to ensure that all students have access to high-quality, aligned and scaffolded arts-focused experiences; and d). creating a PreK-12 Creative Arts 
Articulation for district students to provide a focused arts pathway from preschool through graduation. By combining the explicit teaching of media arts standards and students’ use of new digital technologies with the rigorous demands of the Common Core standards, DigitalWorks will increase student achievement in literacy and math, helping to close achievement gaps and ensure that all students are well-prepared for college and career. 
