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The Everett Public Schools will partner with SmART Schools to develop a grades 5-8 model—Moving Up SmART.  Moving Up SmART will enhance and expand SmART Schools highly successful, evidence-based arts-in-education model that has been implemented in 20 schools (19 of which are elementary) in four states on both coasts over the past fourteen years. Moving up SmART will be implemented in three of Everett’s high needs K-8 schools, with 1016 students and 70 teachers participating and will have the following interrelated goals: (1) integrate standards-based arts education into the core curriculum; (2) strengthen standards-based arts instruction across grades 5-8; (3) improve students’ academic performance including their skills in creating, performing, and responding in and through the arts utilizing all four arts disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and visual arts); and (4) develop an effective Grades 5-8 transition model built upon a meaningful partnership between the three target schools.

The Moving Up SmART model has been enhanced and expanded to include seven specific objectives: (1) daily standards-based instruction in the arts; (2) daily integration of the arts (music, dance, theatre, and visual arts) across all core academic subject areas; (3) culturally responsive classroom practices; (4) arts-centered Professional Learning Communities supported by Collaborative Leadership Teams and ongoing professional development; (5) safe, personalized, inclusive school culture; (6) partnerships with parents, community, arts and cultural organizations, and higher education; and (7) an effective grades K-4 to middle school transition model that creates a true pathway for academic and social success.

Intensive professional development will be provided by an exceptional group of SmART Schools master teaching artists, a powerful quasi-experimental evaluation will be undertaken by UCLA Center X, and strong efforts to model and disseminate the outcomes of this effort will occur.

