Grantee Name: Center for Community Arts Partnerships (CCAP) at Columbia College Chicago

Grantee Project Name: Middle School Evanston Expansion and Dissemination (MSEED) project
Funding Amount (Proposed four year total): $ 1,299,659.00
Year One Funding: $201,353 

Contact Person: David Flatley

Telephone No.: (312) 369-8851
Email: dflatley@colum.edu 

Number of Schools Served: 3

Number of Students Served: 1200

Columbia College Chicago will partner with an LEA, Evanston/Skokie District 65 in Illinois, to implement the MSEED project, which will address the Absolute Priority and Competitive Preference Priorities 1, 2 and 4. MSEED will expand and disseminate CCAP’s Arts Integration Mentorship Project (Project AIM), a research-based model that has been developed since 2002 through two consecutive AEMDD grants that effectively integrates standards-based arts education into the core elementary and middle school curriculum, and improves the academic performance of at-risk students in the arts, reading, writing and mathematics. Through teaching artist residencies, teacher-artist collaborations, and sustained, intensive professional development, Project AIM integrates high quality instruction in media arts, music, dance, theater, and visual arts with other academic content areas.

The goal of MSEED is to disseminate the Project AIM model to all middle school students in Evanston/ Skokie District 65 by working with 7th and 8th grade teachers in the three other district schools that serve 6th-8th graders. The population to be served is a racially and economically diverse population of 1,200 students a year and 30 teachers in three project schools; the project will also indirectly serve approximately 650 additional students and 12-15 additional teachers. The expected outcomes are to increase student achievement in reading and math, increase students’ executive functioning capacity, increase students’ higher order and critical thinking skills, and increase teachers’ ability to create and deliver arts integrated curriculum.

