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Urban Arts Partnership’s (UAP) StoryStudio Project is a model arts integration program specifically targeted to English Language Learners (ELLs) that provides standards-based visual and theater arts instruction while developing students’ acquisition of, and fluency in, the English language. The significance of the projects’ activities will be evident through: a replicable curriculum package, including published materials and DVD-rom supplement; a capacity-building teacher training series and UAP’s own promising practice tool in professional development for differentiated instruction; an interactive, multi-media StoryStudio website for teachers and students; key findings by independent evaluator and arts education research field leader Dr. Robert Horowitz, to be shared in publications, conferences and online forums; and, an ongoing arts education panel series and high profile StoryStudio-related events, including an annual culminating StoryGiants festival. The project will take place in five case study middle school sites in years one and two, then expand to an additional 10 middle and elementary school sites for a total of 15 schools in years three and four of the project.

StoryStudio’s objectives and outcomes, in brief, are as follows. The student achievement component of StoryStudio will build ELL students’ capacity to create and understand standards-based projects in the visual and theater arts, and to read, write, listen and speak in the English language, showing significant gains in academic performance for 80% of the target student population. The professional development component of StoryStudio will expand and extend 65 subject teachers’ knowledge and application of visual and theater arts to enhance their repertoire of instructional strategies, whereby at the end of each year 80% of teachers will demonstrate increased knowledge and application of arts standards. The model development and dissemination component of StoryStudio will create and disseminate replicable model curricula and teacher training in 15 schools, which will ultimately lead to a large scale implementation into ELL classrooms across New York City.

Students will demonstrate mastery of state Visual Art standards.

Integrating standards-based arts instruction into core elementary or middle school curriculum 

· Teachers will improve in the ability to effectively develop and implement culturally relevant Arts integrated lessons.

