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The ALMA (Spanish for “soul”) –Avansando Lectura y Matematicas pormedio del Arte (Advancing Reading and Math through the Arts) Project is a partnership between the Bruce-Guadalupe Community School, a K3-8th Grade charter school operated by the United Community Center, the University of Wisconsin Milwaukee, and Latino Arts, Inc.  The project will increase student achievement in Literacy and Math through the integration of culturally appropriate standards based Arts into Reading, Language Arts and Math subjects.  

ALMA will:
· Integrate of culturally relevant arts into Reading, Language Arts and Math instruction. 

· Professional development for classroom teachers and Art Specialty Instructors in integration of culturally relevant Arts in to core content areas in collaboration with University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee’s (UWM) Peck School of the Arts (PSOA) faculty.

·  Development of model integrated lesson plans and classroom support under the guidance of and training by PSOA faculty with Art Specialty Instructors and peer coaches.

·  Implementation of integrated lesson plans by classroom teachers under the guidance of PSOA faculty and peer coaches.
· Educational Visual Arts workshops for students from visiting international Latino artists through Latino Arts, Inc. 
· Student Visual Art Exhibition held at the Latino Arts, Inc. gallery at the end of the project
· Project evaluation by UWM and dissemination in cooperation with all partners.
ALMA’s outcomes include;

Improving the academic performance of students in elementary or middle schools grades including their skills in creating, performing, and responding to the arts.

· Students will improve achievement in Reading, Language Arts, and Math.
· Students will demonstrate a higher appreciation of cultural arts. 

Strengthening standards-based arts instruction in the elementary or middle school grades.
