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Sustaining Meaningful Art and Reading Together (S.M.A.R.T.) expands research on the Sacramento County Office of Education’s A.R.T project model to elementary schools in the Twin Rivers Unified School District. S.M.A.R.T Kits will be developed that link art activities to the thematic units with universal themes found within all textbook adoptions The goals and activities include: Increasing arts integration across the District, beginning with 10 schools, and thereby increasing student proficiency as measured by the California Standards Test. Through the expansion of this project, it is our vision to document and create an arts enriched environment integrating both reading language arts and arts literacy skills development. 

As a path to implementing this vision, we will hold a comprehensive Professional Development program focused on increasing teacher’s content knowledge and integration of the arts in their classrooms, developing their capacity to modify and expand on A.R.T. lessons to meet student needs, and increasing their individual leadership skills to move the project beyond their individual schools. 

S.M.A.R.T. Kits directly connected to the unit themes in the California State adopted Houghton Mifflin Reading: Legacy of Literacy series to strengthen the connection between the Reading Literacy methodology of Houghton Mifflin, the State-adopted California English Language Arts (ELA), the State adopted Visual and Performing Arts Standards for California students, the National Standards for Arts Education, and Common Core Standards for English Language Arts.


Project outcomes includes; a cohesive set of curricula for grades 2 – 6 in Houghton Mifflin Reading as well as for all adopted textbooks through universal themes, a replicable process and study of professional development and student curriculum ,availability for all through dissemination of all materials and data via a website, print, CD’s and other media formats .

The target population consists of elementary students in grades 2 through 6 in 10 schools located in the district using HMR reaching approximately 2,400 students and training a total of 50 teachers.

