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Arts Assessment in Action: Student Learning for the 21st Century (AAA21) is a model employing a quasi-experimental research design. Its purpose is to support teachers and students in grades 3-5 achieve grade-appropriate standards in the arts and English Language Arts.  The program will be located in 4 Title I public schools, two in the Bronx, one in Brooklyn and one in Manhattan. PS 109, Bronx Little School, PS 130 and PS 29Q are the locations for the project. All of these schools either have an exclusively or predominantly non-white enrollment

Each year, students will participate in theatre or dance residencies (two schools will have theatre, two dance) that will be embedded with peer and self-assessment opportunities. The residencies will be designed so that over the project’s four year timeframe, students will achieve 2nd and 5th grade benchmarks in the NYC Department of Education’s Blueprints for Teaching and Learning in the Arts.
Educators will receive instruction in formative assessment practices by Dr. Heidi Andrade and training by the Project Director in using the Seven Strategies of Assessment for Learning. The Seven Strategies organizes research-based recommendations about formative assessment practices into an instructional framework for integrating them into daily teaching and assessment activities. Educators will also participate in professional learning communities within and across schools. 

